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Introduction:

“Excuse me, is this Corral B?” The soft, female voice drifted to Niall from behind. A peculiar sensation tugged at him from deep within, signaling her presence. He yanked out his headphone in annoyance as someone tapped his shoulder. Didn’t people understand that running was a solitary sport? He was trying to prepare for the mini-marathon, focusing on keeping his balance and stretching his legs.







He was in a foul mood. Perhaps entering a race at this time of the year wasn’t the smartest decision, but he couldn’t pass up the opportunity to burn off some energy. Running in the cold months of January and February was far easier than in the scorching heat of July or August. The only concerns were frostbite and, well, the urge to mate.





Maybe he could manage to keep his impulses under control? That seemed to be the easiest solution, considering the alternatives. Summer would make him sweat excessively, releasing scents that might attract unwanted attention. It was a dilemma – to handle the sunburn and exertion, or to satiate his need for blood.

Niall was a unique creature burdened with a vengeful stepmother, Queen Cairene, who had cursed the Cael Family. She had wreaked havoc, tearing his family apart and forcing a terrible fate upon him and his brother Conn. Niall had sworn to protect his family, and despite the passage of time, the emotions remained as potent as ever. The curse made Niall a vampire who turned into a werewolf.

The legends were real, but the reality was a bit different. Yes, he transformed into a wolf-like creature, but that was where the mythical aspects ended. He loved roasted garlic, wore a silver chain for fun, and his family often sent him Puppy Chow or chew toys for his birthday.

Conn, his younger brother, suffered a different fate. When Niall had initially undergone the transformation, he had expected Conn to follow suit, given that they had both protected their younger siblings from Cairene. However, something went awry, and Conn began to fade away, almost vanishing into nothingness.

Niall had howled in agony, believing his brother was dead, only to realize that Conn had become an apparition. During the full moon, Conn’s spirit emerged, tormented by the vampire’s insatiable hunger that he couldn’t satiate in his spectral form. Their lives were marked by an eternal struggle, enduring suffering since 1066 A.D.

The rest of their family had scattered, each finding a way to survive and grow stronger, distancing themselves to develop resistance against magic and witchcraft. Some had even developed powers of their own.

As Niall contemplated these memories, he heard a disappointed and somewhat disgusted voice nearby. A woman had approached him, her disappointment evident as she moved away, acknowledging his bib number ‘C’ and the look on his face.

“Sir, you’ll have to start in Corral C. This is Corral A, and you have to qualify for this group,” a volunteer informed him, trying to guide him to the correct corral.

“My woman is up here,” Niall blurted out, not fully understanding why those words had escaped his lips. He wasn’t about to lose sight of the captivating woman in pink spandex. He used a subtle form of mind control, ensuring the volunteer didn’t bother him further.
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Ending thoughts:

The woman had disappeared into the crowd of runners, and Niall was entranced by her, following her trail. He couldn’t see her face, but the desire to watch her was undeniable. As the race began, he started to run, driven by the chase and the excitement of competing against himself.

He pondered what it would be like to see her run – her body, her curves, her flexing muscles. If he caught up to her, would she smile or engage in conversation? The prospect fueled his desire, and he pushed himself to get closer to the front, eager to chase the proverbial fox.
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